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By the Numbers

comptled by Ay Calabrase

1. Wumber of tirkeys sold inthe LS,
foor Thankagiving celebrations:
about 280 million

2. Percentage norease of Roto-
Hootar calls onthe day after
Tharksgiving: 46.4%

(]

MNumber of candy canes made
during the Christimas seascn:
more than 1.76 billion

4, Percentage of Armericans who
have never visiten & dentist: 40%

5, Wumber of lignts cn the Liberty
Pala downiowr holiday disphoy:
4,100

B, Approimats normber al mall
Santas in the Unitac States:
45,827

£ Number of times per minute a Viss
card iz used during the haolicay
puying 2aason in the United States:
5,340

&, Wilas of cash regislor lape usao at
all Weprmans stores betwaen Mo,
M and Dac, 31 of fast year, 2,624

9. MNumberof minutes it takes & man
to get bored when shopping: 72

10, Murmber of minutes it takes
aworman to gel bored when
shopping: 1000

I, Humber of imes that the amaunt
af hubhle wrap Offoe Depot salls
vearly can circle the Earth: 2

. Year Farrah Favecett appeared on
the cover of "Playboy’ magazioe
weappid in bubala wrap: 1997
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Not a creature was stirring

by Sandra Beckwith

nooriginal copy of one of the
country's sl baloved hotiday
poemis sits right here in Rochestern

Steong Muscum is home to one of
only four originat, handwrilten copies of
Lhee seasonsl Gaverile “The NMight hefoe
Christmas.” The three-page, meticulously
penned decument was signed in 18658
by anchar Clerment . Moare, o wealthy
MNew York City scholar and theolegian,

The poern, lrsd Litled A Wisil feom
St Nicholaz,” was weitten by Moare on
Christmas Eve in 1822, while viding in g
sledph co piek upoa holiday turkey, It wasn't
publizhed votil the follewing vear, appearing
anonymonsly in the Treoy, WY, Sewied aflter
a family rend gave i Lo the newspaper In
hiz introduction to the pocm on page chiree,
hetwieen an article on tulking honey Ceom
Lhe hive and o marriage annonneement,
tho papoer's editor told readees, " Wa hope
oy lickle patrons, both Inds and lasses,
will accept 1as prood of sur unfeigned
prood will toward them . 27 While the
E}I)ETI,'_I Whs i'(,‘.J)T(_II,iL[(‘E'[i rTlFtT]],’ e Eim(?ﬁ
after that, Moore didn't admit authorship
until 1844 beeause be was alraid che ode’s
Hghthearled natee would nndermine
his reputation as an intellectual. He was,
after all, the author of A Compendioes
Lesctean of the Hofuew Longioare.

[Fut that geems to have opened the door
for controversy, While there's no quastion
thal the document aequired by Strong in
15977 was handwritten by Moora, some

peaple say he wasn't the pocm’s creator, [n
19498, the family of BEevaludionary War majoy
ey Livingston, Jr., of Poughleepsic
hived literaey sleuch Boly Foster to prove
that Livingston wrole the piece, which had
heeame ane of the most metmorized poems in
Ameriea, After concluding that the writing
was more il keeping will Livingston's
sbvle, Foster decreed in his book, Auihor
Swdervonee: Oy e Trodl of Anowveons, thal
Livingslon, net Moore, was Lhe authar Bul
alher experts, incloding Naney Marshall,
author of The Night Before Cheisimoes A
Pleseriptive Bty of Clement Clavke
Maare s fmmartod Poens, have concluded
thar Livingston's Eunily has no elaim,
Carol Bandler, Strong Musenm
libeary director, sides with Marshall in
the authorship debace, noling, “She is
cornmilled Lo Lhe poerm and the schelarship
hehind it The museum soquired the pogm,
Sandler says, becanse of its slgnilicance as
an Armerican ieon alsn ermplementod
pne of the museum's other imperLant
Chrislmas aegquisitions, Thomas Nast's
1874 wil painting, A Jolly Good Fellow,
While the Lwa warks were displayed
Logether in 1995, the Moore poem is not
now displayed. Those interested in che
peetm as an hisloriesl artifact, though,
can oeder a reproduction of che December
25, 1820, sentired with che poem in il Dram
the Trov Public Library foe 51600 Conlact
Lrovrelsuhisliboy s or HIRETTOTL

Sl Seckwdih, o Padeport wrifen, Is
congireced tiet Mooves Is the poem's anthor,



